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HOW APPROPRIATE THAT WE GATHER TOGETHER Teu

on this 57th anniversary of D-Day to memorialize the Th

victims of the Holocaust and to honor its survivors cm

and liberators. Through this magnificent new monu- We

ment, the Columbia community can truly say,

We Remenies Remember

For 16 years, members of this community actively discussed the need to have a Holocaust monument in
Columbia. Last year those talks of 2 monument became a focused project, as many individuvals and
groups came together, formed a commuttee, and brought forth a concerted effort to make the hope of a
monument a reality. These committee members have given tirelessly of their hearts and souls during the
Last 12 months.

Among our first priorities was the appointment of a subcommittee to develop a design that would
memorialize the Holocaust victims, honor the South Carolina survivors and liberators, and create an
educational monument that would teach and remind all South Carolinians about this dark period in our
history. Working with the incredibly talented designer/artist Invin Hyman, 1 believe we have
accomplished these important goals.

This monument was made possible by the generosity and creativity of so many people and
organizations. A donation from the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust, whose cornmitment to
Holocaust recognition and education 15 unmistakable, gave us the exhilarating boost we needed to get
the project started. Members of both the Jewish and the non-jewish communities were also decisively
supportive.

Our partners in this project - the City of Columbia, Fort Jackson, and the University of South Carolina -
offered their own unique contributions to this dedication. Mayor Coble and City Council unanimously
approved our design and placement choice. Major General Barrett and Fort Jackson stepped forward
unhesitatingly to become an integral part of this event. Dr. Palms and the University of South Carolina
are the hosts of a special Holocaust exhibit and a lecture program at South Caroliniana Library. Thanks
to the commitment and unwavering support of these partners, our dedication has truly become a
community event,

To remember means to know. To know means to teach others. To teach others means to never forget. Let
us honor all of those who experienced one of our history’s worst examples of inhumanity. Let their

actions, their sufferings, and their deaths be a lesson to us all.

TELL THEM WE REMEMBER.

Dr. Lilly Stern Filler

Chair, Holocaust Memorial Committee
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I sculpted my first Holocaust memonal over 35 years ago. It was cast in broaze. It
measused 24" high by 20" wide. During the Woeld's Fair beld in New York, it was
placed as the centerpiece surrounded by the letters of Anne Frank. There are now
over 350 replicas of this sculpture around the world. It was the Borror of thus

astounding evil which resulted 1 the del:berate destruction of 6,000,000 Jews for
£0 Other reason than that they were Jewish, that guided my bands in sculpting GI ORIA
this memonal.

Since that ime in addinen to hundseds of broaze, wood and stone sculptures, 1 BY IRWIN HYNIAN
Bave had exght commissions for Holocaust memonials m many matenals. Thus
Holocaust memonal 1s the jargest [ have ever designed and the fourth in granite.

1 take pictures of my work. Glona enjovs when [ bring i the film for her to devel.
op. Glona 13 about 30 somethung years old: She loves 10 comment on my work.
When she saw the last Holocaust memonial, whick was dedicated in Boca Raton,
Flonda last March, she whistled and said:

600,000 people died?"

“That's 6 million people, Gloria."

"6 million people? How did they die?"

"They were killed by the German Nazis
during World War IL"

"Why?" she asked. "Because they were Jewish."
"Just because they were Jewish?" she puzzled.
"Just because they were Jewish. No other
reason, Gloria. The Nazis killed 40% of

all the Jews in the world during World

War II just because they were Jewish."

"Gee, that's something." she said.

"I never heard of that."

"You never heard of the Holocaust?"

"No, I didn't ever hear of that."

I lef Glona depressed and puzzled. Is 3t possible that permscious evil which
took the lives of 6,000,000 Jews will be forgotten? How could a reasonably
educated person in ber 30's not know of the Holocaust?

Has the sumber 6,000,000 just become a number without any specific meaning? Will anybody ever know that in
camp, LubinMaidenek the Nazis shot and Inlled 25,000 Jews i one day?

I want to convey the frightening reality of the number 6,000,000 when we dadicate my memorial. How can I persoaatize 1t
for those who will stand in froat of this granite reminder of the monumental, senseless destruction of human life?

Perhaps if one can imagine every man woman and child in the entire state of South Carolina being mutdered. Not one
living bemng left in South Carolina. Not a sound but the retreating musderers on their way to North Carolina where they
are going to kall 2,000,000 more to accomplish the total of 6,000,000. Think of the horror.

For the sake of those tortured, musdered souls whose only erime was being born Jewish we must never let the world forget

And Glona never heard of the Holocaust






